
“The Cuban 5 Return: An Entire Country Celebrates” is a 
unique photographic exhibit that documents what happened 
when five Cuban men — unjustly jailed in American prisons 
for up to 16 years — were finally returned to their homeland 
on December 17, 2014. This exhibit is a compilation of 53 
images that capture not only the joy of the Cuban people as 
they greet their returning heroes but also the deeply personal 
moments as the Five reconnect with their own families. 
     The exhibit features the images of seven of Cuba’s finest 
photographers — Ladyrene Perez, Roberto Chile, Abel 
Rojas Barallobre, Ismael Francisco, Roberto Suarez, Hector 
Planes and Julio Alvite — as well as the photos of U.S. social 
documentary photographer Bill Hackwell, who also curated 
the exhibit.
     “The Cuban 5 Return: An Entire Country Celebrates” 
had its premier in April at the Memorial of Jose Marti in the 
Plaza of the Revolution in Havana. The first viewing of the 
exhibit in the U.S. was in Washington DC in September 2015 
at the University of the District of Columbia Law School. 

tHE Cuban 5 rETURN:
An Entire Country Celebrates

On display throughout April 2016 at the

Community Media Center of Marin
819 A Street • San Rafael

Opening Reception & Artwalk
Friday, April 8 from 5 to 8 PM
with contributing photographer Bill Hackwell

Bill Hackwell is a widely published and 
exhibited social documentary photographer 
who lives in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
The bulk of his work has focused on social 
change in the struggle against oppression 
in the U.S. and abroad. He has worked as 
the photographer for a number of non-profit 
and humanitarian aid groups working in 
many parts of the world.
     A major focus of Hackwell’s work has 
been on the struggle to end the blockade 
of Cuba. Since 1992 he has been involved 
with Pastors for Peace caravans to Cuba. 
He was a national organizer with the 
International Committee for the Freedom of 
the Cuban 5 and is currently the curator of 
“The Cuban 5 Return: An Entire Country 
Celebrates.”
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Exhibit sponsored by The Task Force on the Americas. For more 
info: 415/924-3227, mitf@igc.org, www.taskforceamericas.org.


